FEBRUARY  1981  PRICE  LIST 


Dear  Friend, 


Our  Ira  Goldberg  recently  returned  from  a buying  trip  "at  the  source"  in  Israel.  We  are  pleased 
to  offer  herein  the  choice  material  that  he  was  able  to  locate.  He  found  far  less  than  in  the  past, 
and  prices  are  definitely  up.  This  may  be  the  last  time  that  you  are  able  to  acquire  genuine  coins 
of  Bible  days  at  these  price  levelsl  While  we  have  always  recommended  these  coins  for  their 
great  historic  importance,  we  now  believe  that  they  offer  excellent  investment  possibilities  as 
well. 


#1  ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT  IN  JUDAEA 

In  332  BC,  Alexander  came  down  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
conquered  Tyre  (Phoenicia),  Akko  (Judaea)  and  Gaza  on  his  way  to  Egypt.  This 
silver  Tetradrachm  was  struck  at  the  Akko  Mint  soon  after.  It  features  a high 
relief  portrait  (of  Alexander?),  with  Zeus  on  the  reverse.  Wacks  3. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE,  rough  surfaces $325.00 


#2  IMPORTANT  JUDAEAN  REFERENCE  COIN 

This  commemorative  Roman  silver  Denarius  refers  to  the  battle  for  power 
between  Hasmonean  princes,  John  Hyrcanus  and  Aristobulus,  in  65  BC.  The 
coin,  struck  in  54  BC,  depicts  a kneeling  figure  offering  an  olive  branch  and 
holding  a camel  by  the  bridle.  The  inscription  is  BACCIVS  IVDAEVS  (Bacchius 
the  Jew),  whose  actual  identity  is  not  yet  known  but  is  likelyone  of  the  disputing 
Judaean  princes.  This  specimen  is  nicely  centered  with  full  inscription.  Wacks 
23. 

EXTREMELY  FINE,  choice  for  coin  $395.00 


#3  MYSTERIOUS  CROSS  ON  COIN  OF  HEROD 

Herod  the  Great  (37-4  BC)  "sent  forth  and  slew  all  the  children  that  were  in 
Bethlehem"  when  told  that  another  "King  of  the  Jews"  was  born.  This  bronze 
coin  is  of  particular  interest  since  it  contains  a cross  within  a wreath;  the  other 
side  features  a ceremonial  tripod.  This  is  one  of  the  nicest  examples  of  this 
scarce  issue  that  we  have  ever  seeni  Herod's  name  is  fully  readable.  Wacks  29, 
Mesh.  41 . 

VERY  FINE,  choice $325.00 


#4  HERODIAN  RARITY 

Herod  must  have  visualized  himself  as  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  since  he  placed  both  a Macedonian  helmet  and  shield  on  this  rare 
bronze  coin.  This  specimen  has  the  full  obverse  inscription  "King  Herod"  (in 
Greek)  and  is  the  finest  we  have  ever  seeni  Wacks  26,  Mesh.  38. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $550.00 


#5A&B  ''WHEN  ARCHELAUS  DID  REIGN  IN  JUDAEA..." 
(MATTHEW  2:22) 


We  are  pleased  to  offer  two  nice  examples  of  the  bronze  Double  Prutah  denomination 
of  Herod  Archelaus  (4  BC  — 6 AD).  These  scarce  pieces  feature  a galley  ship  withi 
outstretched  oars  and  Herod's  title  above:  "Ethnarch."  The  other  side  shows  a double 
cornucopia,  with  Herod's  name.  Wacks  33,  Mesh.  60. 


(A)  Upper  coin:  NICE  FINE $380.00 

(B)  Lower  coin:  VERY  FINE,  rare  so  choice $575.00 


#6A&  B "FOR  HEROD  (ANTIPAS)  FEARED  JOHN. .. " 

(MARK  6:20) 

Locating  any  coin  of  Herod  Antipas  (4  BC  — 39  AD)  is  extremely  difficult.  Obtaining 
one  in  choice  condition  is  almost  an  impossible  task.  But  we  have  them... two 
examples,  both  in  Choice  Very  Fine  condition.  Each  of  these  rare  bronzes  features  a palm 
branch  surrounded  by  "Herod  the  Tetrarch"  and  the  year  (in  Greek);  the  reverses 
indicate  the  mint  of  'Tiberias"  within  a wreath. 


(A)  Upper  coin.  Mesh.  64,  Yr.  24  = 19/20  AD, 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $1850.00 

(B)  Lower  Coin,  Mesh.  67 A,  Yr.  33  = 28/29  AD, 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $1900.00 


#7A,  B & C THE  MOST  POPULAR  COINS  OF  ANCIENT  JUDAEA 


When  the  First  Revolt  broke  out  in  66  AD,  one  of  the  first  actions  that  the  Judaeans 
took  was  the  minting  of  silver  coins,  a right  previously  denied  to  them  by  their  Roman 
overlords.  These  are  the  historic  Jewish  Shekels.  On  the  obverse  isa  chalice-like  vessel, 
surrounded  by  the  inscription  "Shekel  of  Israel"  and  the  year,  all  in  ancient  Hebrew.  The 
reverse  feature  three  budding  pomegranates,  with  the  Hebrew  legend  "Jerusalem  the 
Holy"  (or  "Jerusalem  is  Holy"  on  coins  of  Year  One).  The  rare  coins  of  the  first  year  were 
rather  crude,  but  as  the  Judaeans  learned  their  new  craft  lovely  well  centered  Shekels 
were  minted  in  the  last  four  years  of  the  revolt.  We  are  most  pleased  to  offer  lovely 
examples  of  Shekels  dated  in  the  first,  second  and  third  years  of  the  war  (66-70  AD). 


(A)  Upper  coin.  Year  One  = 66/67  AD,  off  center  as  usual  but  very  sharply  struck, 
Wacks  63,  Mesh.  148,  Rare. 

CHOICE  EXTREMELY  FINE $2750.00 


(B)  Middle  coin.  Year  Two  = 67/68  AD,  slightly  off  center,  Wacks  65,  Meshorer  151. 


ABOUT  EXTREMELY  FINE $1650.00 

(C)  Bottom  coin.  Year  Three  = 68/69  AD,  well  struck  and  nicely  centered,  Wacks  67, 
Meshorer  154. 

EXTREMELY  FINE  $1950.00 


ARE  YOU  INTERESTED  IN  ACQUIRING  ANCIENT  COINS  AT  AUCTION?  IF 
YOU  ARE  NOT  ALREADY  RECEIVING  SUPERIOR'S  AUCTION 
CATALOGUES  LET  US  KNOW.  AND  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE  THE  NEXT 
CATALOGUE  FREE! 


#8  RARE  "JUDAEA  CAPTA"  SILVER  DENARIUS 


In  70  AD  the  great  Jewish  Temple  in  Jerusalem  was  destroyed  by  the  Roman  troups, 
led  by  the  emperor's  son  Titus.  Thus,  the  dream  of  Jewish  independence  was 
extinguished  for  the  time  being.  The  Roman  victory  in  this  long  war  was  celebrated  by 
the  issuance  of  numerous  commemorative  coins  in  bronze,  silver  and  gold. . .called  the 
"Judaea  Capta"  series.  We  offer  one  of  the  rare  types  of  silver  Denarius,  showing  the 
Emperor  Titus  (79-81  AD)  on  the  obverse,  and  the  reverse  features  the  familiar  seated 
figure  representing  Judaea  to  the  right  of  a palm  tree,  and  the  emperor  stands  in  full 
armor  on  the  left;  there  is  no  inscription.  The  coin  was  struck  at  the  Antioch  Mint,  and 
was  formerly  in  the  famous  Knobloch  Collection.  Cohen  392,  BMC  518. 

VERY  FINE,  well  centered,  handsome  high  relief  portrait $1250.00 


COINS  OF  THE  SECOND  REVOLT  (132-135  AD) 

By  the  time  of  the  Second  Revolt,  led  by  Bar  Kochba,  there  was  no  Jewish 
Treasury.  So  the  revolutionaries  took  all  of  the  Roman  and  Greek  coins  then 
circulating  in  the  Holy  Land,  filed  off  the  original  designs,  and  then  overstruck 
them  with  Jewish  symbols  and  patriotic  slogans.  The  coins  of  the  Second 
Revolt  are  probably  the  most  beautiful  of  all  ancient  Judaean  issues! 


#9  RARE  FIRST  YEAR  BRONZE  OF  BAR  KOCHBA 

The  coins  issued  in  the  first  year  of  the  Second  Revolt  are  all  rare,  with  the  silver 
pieces  running  up  to  $35,000!  But  the  bronze  pieces  are  still  affordable.  This 
medium  bronze  features  a seven-branched  palm  tree  surrounded  by  the  ancient 
Hebrew  inscription  "Shimeon  Nasi  Israel"  (Simon,  Prince  of  Israel).  The  reverse 
shows  a large  vine-leaf  with  the  legend  "Year  One  of  the  Redemption  of  Israel." 
This  example  is  unusually  choice,  but  is  struck  on  a somewhat  undersized  flan. 
Wacks  95,  Mesh.  1 70. 

CHOICE  EXTREMELY  FINE $950.00 


#10  DAVID'S  HARP 

A three-stringed  lyre,  probably  similar  to  David's  harp,  is  depicted  on  this 
medium  bronze  struck  in  the  third  and  last  year  of  the  Second  Revolt  (1 34/5  AD). 
Around  the  lyre  is  the  name  "Shimeon."  The  reverse  features  an  upright  palm 
branch  within  a wreath,  with  the  Hebrew  inscription  "For  the  Freedom  of 
Jerusalem"  (only  partially  visible  due  to  the  undersized  flan).  Wacks  91 , Meshorer 
212. 

ABOUT  VERY  FINE $300.00 


#11  SCARCE  YEAR  TWO  SILVER  DENARIUS  OF  BAR 
KOCHBA 

Palm  branch  featured  on  obverse,  Hebrew  inscription  "Year  Two  of  the  Freedom 
of  Israel."  Reverse  shows  bunch  of  grapes,  "Shimeon"  around.  Meshorer  189, 
Rare. 

EXTREMELY  FINE,  dark  toning $585.00 


#12  INTERESTING  DENARIUS  STRUCK  IN  THIRD  YEAR 

This  issue,  minted  in  134/5  AD,  still  has  part  of  the  original  Roman  (Latin) 
inscription  visible  on  both  sides!  Obverse  has  jug  and  palm  branch  with  Hebrew 
inscription  "For  the  Freedom  of  Jerusalem."  "Shimeon"  within  wreath  on  reverse, 
about  15%  off  center.  Mesh.  202. 

VERY  FINE  — EXTREMELY  FINE  . 


$475.00 


#13A  & B TWO  MORE  DENARII  OF  THE  SECOND  REVOLT 


Both  of  these  silver  Denarii  were  struck  in  the  last  year  of  an  independent  Judaea 
(134/5  AD)  before  the  establishment  of  the  State  of  Israel  in  19481 

(A)  Upper  coin.  Lyre  on  obverse.  Bunch  of  Grapes  on  the  reverse,  nicely  struck 
example  with  areas  of  dark  toning  near  edge.  Meshorer  209. 

VERY  FINE $475.00 


(B)  Lower  coin.  Palm  Branch  on  obverse,  "Shimeon”  within  wreath  on  reverse,  well 
struck  example  on  nice  large  flan,  Meshorer  204  Variety. 

CHOICE  VERY  FINE $475.00 


#14  VERY  RARE  SILVER  "TEMPLE"  TETRADRACHM  DATED 
"YEAR  TWO" 

In  Bar  Kochba's  time,  there  was  hope  that  Emperor  Hadrian  would  rebuild  the  Jewish 
Temple  that  had  been  destroyed  in  70  AD.  When  this  turned  out  to  be  false,  the  Second 
Revolt  broke  out. . .with  the  goal  of  rebuilding  the  Temple.  Thus,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
the  Temple  was  depicted  on  the  impressive  large  silver  Tetradrachms  minted  by  the 
Judaeans.  On  very  few  of  these  coins,  "Jerusalem”  is  inscribed  around  the 
Temple. . .as  on  our  specimen.  This  is  a major  Judaean  rarityl  It  is  well  struck,  perfectly 
centered,  with  full  clear  inscription,  somewhat  granular  surfaces.  Mesh.  180  Var. 
EXTREMELY  FINE $4500.00 


#1 5 YEAR  THREE  TETRADRACHM  OVERSTRUCK  ON 
SYRIAN  COIN 


We  know  that  all  Second  Revolt  coins  are  struck  over  other  coins,  but  this 
Tetradrachm  clearly  shows  an  eagle  (from  a contemporary  Syrian  coin)  beneath  the 
reverse  design  of  lulav  (bunch  of  twigs)  and  ethrog  (lemon-like  fruit). . .symbols  of  the 
Harvest  Festival.  Very  interesting!  "Shimeon"  surrounds  the  Temple  on  the  obverse;  the 
star  above  represents  the  nickname  of  Bar  Kochba  — "Son  of  the  Star."  Nicely  centered 
specimen  with  well  struck  Temple.  Meshorer  199. 

EXTREMELY  FINE $2200.00 


#16A  & B HISTORIC  SILVER  MEDALS  HONORING  KAISER'S 
VISIT  TO  PALESTINE  IN  1 898  TO  DEDICATE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
IN  JERUSALEM 

The  occasion  of  the  visit  by  Kaiser  Wilhelm  of  Germany  to  the  Holy  Land  to  dedicate 
the  Church  of  the  Reformation  was  the  subject  of  many  medals.  We  offer  two  scarce 
silver  medals  that  we  just  received  from  a source  in  Israel. 

(A)  Upper  medal,  conjoined  heads  of  the  Kaiser  and  his  wife  facing  right,  date  "1 898" 
on  reverse  along  with  church. 

CHOICE  ALMOST  UNCIRCUU\TED  $135.00 

(B)  Lower  medal,  scarce  issue  showing  Kaiser  wearing  helmet,  full  date  "31  Octbr. 
1898"  on  reverse  with  view  of  church. 

PROOFLIKE  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED,  frosted  devices $175.00 


ORDERING  INSTRUCTIONS 

RUSH  CHECK  OR  CREDIT  CARD  INFORMATION  ALONG  WITH  YOUR  ORDER. 
PLEASE  INCLUDE  YOUR  BNS  MEMBERSHIP  NUMBER  IF  POSSIBLE.  WE  ONLY 
HAVE  ONE  OF  EACH  ITEM,  SO  ORDERS  WILL  BE  FILLED  ON  STRICT  FIRST  COME, 
FIRST  SERVED  BASIS. 


